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INFO EC COLLECTIVE 
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AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMAMBASSY CAIRO 143 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL COPENHAGEN 0563 

USEEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS/ XF, EEC, US, DA 

SUB J : US-EC PRESIDENCY DIALOGUE: READ OUT ON MIDDLE-EAST EXPERTS 
MEEEING, COPENHAGEN, JANUARY 24-25 

REF: COPENHAGEN 0228 

1 . DANISH CHAIRMAN OF THE EC MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS GROUP BENT HAA- 
KONSEN PROVIDED US LATE THIS AFTERNOON WITH A READ OUT ON THE GROUP S 
MEETING WHICH WENT OVER INTO AN UNPLANNED SECOND DAY. THE EXPERTS 
PRODUCED TWO DOCUMENTS. THE FIRST (AN ALALYTICAL STUDY OF THE 
POSITIONS OF VARIOUS PARTIES IN THE MID-EAST) WILL BE FORWARDED 

TO THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE FOR CONSIDERATION AT ITS FEBRUARY 7-8 
MEETING HERE. THE SECOND (PROPOSED REPLY TO SADAT'S LETTERS) WILL 
BE TAKEN BY THE EXPERTS TO CAPITALS FOR APPROVAL AT MINISTERIAL 
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LEVEL. 

2. REFTEL NOTED THAT THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE AT ITS JANUARY 10-11 
MEETING COMMISSIONED THE EXPERTS TO MAKE A STUDY OF VARIOUS 
ELEMENTS OF THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE-EAST. HAAKONSEN 
COMMENTED THAT ALTHOUGH THE FINAL PRODUCT. WHICH WAS BASED CLOSELY 
ON TWO DANISH DRAFTS, IS RELATIVELY SHORT IT REQUIRED A GOOD 
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DEAL OF WORK. 

3. THE STUDY ESSENTIALLY COMPARES THE POSITION OF VARIOUS PARTIES 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE MID-EAST WITH THE PUBLIC DECLARATIONS 
MADE BY THE NINE ON OCTOBER 13. 1973 AND JUNE 29, 1977. A 
PARTICULARLY CLOSE AND ANLYTICAL LOOK IS FOCUSED ON THE BEGIN PLAN 
AND WHERE IT IS COMPATIBLE WITH AND DIFFERS FROM EC NINE POSITIONS. 
BRIEF ATTENTION IN THIS PAPER IS ALSO GIVEN TO A DESCRIPTION OF 

THE PRINCIPAL ACTORS ON THE MID-EAST STAGE OTHER THAN THE EGYP- 
TIANS AND THE ISRAELIS. THIS INCLUDES THE US, THE SOVIETS, THE PLO 
AND OTHER REACTIONISTS, THE MIDDLERS, SUCH AS JORDAN AND THE SAUDIS, 
ETC. 

4. HAAKONSEN STRESSED THAT THE PAPER IS NOT AN ACTION DOCUMENT AND 
MAKES NO PROPOSALS OR RECOMMENDATIONS. IT ATTEMPTS TO BE DIS- 
PASSIONATE IN THE ANALYSIS DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

5. THE SECOND ITEM DEALT WITH BY THE MID-EAST EXPERTS IS A DRAFT 
REPLY TO LETTERS RECEIVED FROM 

SADAT. AGAIN, THE DANES PRODUCED TWO DRAFTS - ONE YES- 
TERDAY AND, AFTER DISCUSSION WITH OTHERS IN THE NINE, A NEW 
SHORTER ONE THIS MORNING. 

6. HAAKONSEN SET OUT THE FOLLOWING MECHANICS SURROUNDING THE 
SADAT LETTERS AND THE REPLY. HE NOTED THAT BELGIAN PRIME MINISTER 
TINDHANS RECEIVED A LETTER SHORTLY BEFORE THE BELGIANS RF.T.TN- 
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QUISHED THE PRESIDENCY. THE DANES HAVE INHERITED THAT LETTER AND, 

IN ADDITION, DANISH PRIME MINISTER ANKER JORGENSEN RECEIVED HIMSELF 
A VERY SIMILAR LETTER ON DECEMBER 2 FROM SADAT. 

7. THE AGREED EXPERTS DRAFT WILL NOW BE EXAMINED BY MINISTERS 
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF BOTH ITS SUBSTANCE AND ITS TIMING. 
HAAKONSEN SAID THAT HE HOPES HE WILL HAVE RECEIVED EXPRESSIONS 
FROM THE CAPITALS OF THE OTHER EIGHT BY "THIS WEEKEND." 

8. HAAKONSEN OBSERVED THAT HE HAD NO MANDATE TO REVEAL THE TEXT 
OF THE LETTER NOW. BUT HE DID RECALL THAT THE SADAT LETTERS REALLY 
DIDN'T ASK FOR THE DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE NINE OR ASK THAT THE NINE 
TAKE ANY INITIATIVES IN THE MID-EAST. SADAT SIMPLY SET OUT HIS 
WELL-KNOWN VIEW OF THE SITUATION AND THE POSITION OF THE EGYPTIAN 
GOVENMENT. 

9. IN REFERRING TO THE EXPERTS' DRAFT REPLY, HAAKONSEN DID 
INDICATE THAT IT CONTAINED REFERENCES TO THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
PUBLIC POSITIONS TAKEN BY THE NINE AND TO THE EXISTING UN RESOLUTIONS 

DEAN 
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